Systemic tumor embolisms after pulmonary resections for malignancy are rare, but usually severe and sometimes fatal. Here, we report a case of a 70-year-old woman who underwent pulmonary resection for lung cancer and subsequently developed acute arterial occlusion of the lower extremities caused by a tumorous embolus.
lower extremity was performed. Nevertheless, the day after embolectomy, the patient showed signs of revascularization syndrome that responded favorably to medical treatment including intravenous hydration and bicarbonate. In addition, the patient received intravenous heparin followed by oral anticoagulant therapy. The thromboembolic specimens were confirmed pathologically as tumors of the same type as the primary pulmonary tumor, a sarcomatoid carcinoma.
The pathologic TNM stage of primary pulmonary tumor was T2bN1M0. The patient's recovery was uneventful and discharged on the 22nd postoperative day (Fig. 3B) .
Discussion
Non-traumatic acute peripheral arterial occlusion is most commonly caused by thrombosis (85%) followed by embolism (15%). In conclusion, acute peripheral arterial tumorous embolism after lung cancer surgery is a rare cause of acute arterial occlusion but severe and even fatal complication causing limb-threatening ischemia. Early diagnosis and prompt surgical embolectomy will bring the patient good prognosis.
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